Chart.lsp - instructions and notes.

Copyright 1998 by Rocket Software Ltd.

  Chart takes a character separated data (text) file and imports it into a drawing as a chart.

  The first line of each file to be processed by Chart must contain configuration data.  The first character is the character used to separate fields in the remainder of the file, after this are three mandatory fields: text height, cell height, and the gap between the sides of the text and the surrounding box.

  Then for each field is a justification string: C for centred and L for left justified.  These are optional; if they are omitted for any field it defaults to centre justification.

  Any justification code can be followed (immediately - no intervening separator character) by a number indicating a fixed width to use for that column.  Text entities that are too long for this space will be compressed to fit.

  The default column width is the width of the longest text entity in that column plus twice the end clearance.

Notes:

1. All settings in the configuration line are multiplied by the current Dimscale value.

2. Chart asks if the user wishes to round the width of each column to the nearest drawing unit. Ordinarily this is a good idea, but if Dimscale is set to 0.01 then rounding columns up to the nearest unit will produce odd results.

3. The chart will be drawn on the current layer using the current entity colour, linetype, text style, etc.  Text width scale factors other than 1 are ok, but fixed height text will cause bad things to happen.

4. A string can contain spaces, but leading and trailing spaces are ditched.

5. Columns which contain nothing are given a width of twice the end gap so that they won't vanish, as are columns with a fixed width of 0.

6. Empty rows are drawn as empty rows if they contain at least one separator character; completely empty lines in the data file are ignored.

7. For fixed width cells, if subtracting the end clearance from the cell width leaves zero or a negative number then the gap will be adjusted.

8. Why not a dialog box instead of the initial line of configuration data?  Because entering twenty five justifications and width overrides might get a bit old - while things that look like windows are the first     solution that comes to mind for interface problems, they aren't always the best or the only one.  Also this saves the settings with each file for reuse or modification.

9. This program doesn't make the finished chart into a block, draw attributes instead of text, create a viewport in paperspace and attach the chart as an Xref, or replace the UCS Icon with our company logo.  Why not?  In order: 1. Because I always find that sort of thing to be irritating 2. Because the aim of this is to make one-off charts easy to create so that one doesn't have to mess around with custom blocks, 3. For obvious reasons, 4. Because we have another program to do that.

